The Father will honor whoever serves me
MONDAY AUGUST 10 (Jn 12,24-26)

Jesus is served in only one way: by doing His will to death and even on the cross. Right faith always contains martyrdom, the gift of life until the bloodshed. This rule of faith does not belong only to the New Testament, it is also from the Old one. However, there is a substantial difference between the Old and the New Covenants. We find this difference clearly in the Letter to the Hebrews. Previously to Jesus: “What more shall I say? I have not time to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets, who by faith conquered kingdoms, did what was righteous, obtained the promises; they closed the mouths of lions, put out raging fires, escaped the devouring sword; out of weakness they were made powerful, became strong in battle, and turned back foreign invaders. Women received back their dead through resurrection. Some were tortured and would not accept deliverance, in order to obtain a better resurrection. Others endured mockery, scourging, even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, sawed in two, put to death at sword’s point; they went about in skins of sheep or goats, needy, afflicted, tormented. The world was not worthy of them. They wandered about in deserts and on mountains, in caves and in crevices in the earth. Yet all these, though approved because of their faith, did not receive what had been promised. God had foreseen something better for us, so that without us they should not be made perfect.” (Hb 11,32-40). Life is entirely entrusted to the faith. Nothing is kept to oneself.
Before, God was in the highest heaven, in the height of his transcendence. Now God is on the cross. The Son of God gave all of himself to the faith. He handed himself over to the cross: “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us rid ourselves of every burden and sin that clings to us and persevere in running the race that lies before us while keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus, the leader and perfecter of faith. For the sake of the joy that lay before him he endured the cross, despising its shame, and has taken his seat at the right of the throne of God. Consider how he endured such opposition from sinners, in order that you may not grow weary and lose heart. In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding blood.” (Hb 12,1-4). If the Son of God submitted to the cross, despising dishonor, in order to receive immortal glory in the eternal heavens, every one of his disciples must also undergo martyrdom, that is, the gift of all life to their God and Father. Faith is not doing something out of obedience. It is to give everything of oneself to the Father first, thus to attest that only He is the God and Lord of our life, and then to make him a sacrifice of our life according to his will for the salvation of the world. If our life does not generate salvation in the world, and it does not bring other people into the body of Christ, it is in all a dry tree that does not produce any fruit. But if it does not produce any fruit for others, it is a sign that we do not produce fruit for ourselves. We are Christians without any life, neither for us nor for the world. We are belonging to God. 

Amen, amen, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it produces much fruit. Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will preserve it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there also will my servant be. The Father will honor whoever serves me.

We follow Jesus on the way of obedience to the Father, according to the motion, conduct, truths that come from the Holy Spirit. Jesus is not followed by our will, but by the will of the Father. He is not followed by our intelligence and wisdom, but by the wisdom, knowledge, science, intellect, fortress that come from the Spirit of the Lord. Today, the christian evil is only one: they want to follow Jesus from their will and from their heart, without any obedience to the Gospel and without any assistance from the Holy Spirit. It is a vain, useless sequence. It is also harmful, because we make others understand that following Jesus does not involve any obligation of obedience, no relationship with the Father, no listening to the Holy Spirit.
Mother of God, Angels and Saints make us disciples of Jesus from the Gospel and from the Holy Spirit.
